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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – May 19, 20 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
State Representative Barry Faulkner, Greater Keene Chamber of Commerce President Phil Suter and 
State Senator Jay Kahn among others who did not speak. 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley updated those on the call with the latest virus figures: 3652 cases, 1269 recovered and 172 
deaths.  
 
News items: additional funding of $595 million is being offered by the State of New Hampshire. Branley 
reviewed the entities which are eligible for these funds. Branley said some of the funds could go to small 
businesses through the Main Street Relief Fund and all need to apply by May 29, 2020 for 
prequalification. Suter said information about the funds are a work in progress and will be clarified in 
days ahead.  Most importantly is for interested business to get prequalified so that the State can assess 
whether they have the funds for the requests.  Program specifics will be coming out the following week 
around first of June. These are grants said Suter, which means funds do not need to be returned as in a 
loan. $400 million for Main Street relief fund, among others. Suter also mentioned the Child Care piece 
and Healthcare Relief Fund.  Branley said the Governor said the grants will not be first come first serve 
but granted as the State qualifies each. The decision will be based on some criteria that has not yet been 
determined. 
 
Kahn said the idea of Main Street relief comes solely from the Governor.  He said it is hard to know what 
the Governor has in mind. Also there doesn’t seem to be great oversight for the funds, as opposed to 
what was recommended by the Business Finance Committee at the State level. He said there is 
ambiguity.  A business with revenues up to $20 million can apply for the funds. He also said it is 
important to get the prequalification entry in as soon as possible.  He noted that the Non-profit 
organizations have another funding program. He referred to Farm funding being included as well.  It is a 
good opportunity for local farmers. Kahn spoke about federal funding and these may overlap the State’s 
program. Key date is May 29, 2020 to prequalify.  Branley said staff is trying to stay up to date on all 
available programs.  

http://www.zoom.us/
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Faulkner said $6 Billion a year is State budget and the amount being offered from the State is a 
significant amount compared to that budget. 
 
Branley asked if Suter has any roundtable discussion with local businesses planned.  Suter said while 
they do have some sessions planned, they don’t yet have a session on this program yet and they are 
encouraging folks to apply.  There was a question about need for funding in 2021 for non-profits. Suter 
said the funding is focused on the current year. Branley said the Governor said his focus was to meet the 
need now, not for next year. The idea is to stave off bankruptcies. Suter said he agreed with that and 
unlike some funding which has to be spent within a certain time, in a non-profit situation that is not as 
hard a line. Most non-profits have lost money based on not being able to hold fund-raising events. Suter 
said if anyone has questions use info@keenechamber.com email address.  The Board thanked Suter and 
he left the meeting. 
 
Branley said he participated in a conference call organized by Cheshire County executive office. He 
referred to Chris Coates leading the meeting. Funding sources were discussed. Branley said he would 
monitor for future meetings.  
 
Branley said the New Hampshire Municipal Association sent two letters, one encouraging the Executive 
Council to approve Warrant for June expenditures and the other to the Governor requesting additional 
executive orders related to municipalities. He referred to Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) which provides funding with 75/25 shared costs. Branley said he learned that CARES Act funds 
can be used for the municipality matching funds. 
 
Faulkner said the State House has planned a session on June 8thto continue business.  Kahn said the 
State Senate will convene during the same week.  There will be 2 sessions with committee meetings.  
 
Kahn spoke about federal spending and the fact that State funding is a huge amount compared to the 
usual State budget.   
 
Colby thanked all the participants for their interest and contributions to the meeting. 
 
Meeting over at 2:30 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on May 20, 2020 
 


